REDEEMER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

A SERVICE FOR FAMILY WORSHIP
March 22, 2020
The Fourth Sunday in Lent
Please note that this family worship guide does not include a section for Communion. Because the sacraments are only to be administered by
a "minister of the Word lawfully ordained,” it would be inconsistent with our church standards to encourage families to administer the Lord’s
Supper in your homes. (See Westminster Confession of Faith 27-4; also 29-3 and 29-4). The session will work toward a plan to offer Communion in future weeks.

THE HYMN OF INVOCATION
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Leader:
All:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves;
We are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us pray. Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, you receive us as your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge your merciful goodness, give thanks for all your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let us then confess our sins to God our Father, saying:
Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the
devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought
to have done; and we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have
mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore thou those who are penitent; according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake; that we
may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, has had mercy on us and has given his only Son to die for us and for his sake forgives us all
our sins. God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved. Whoever
believes in him is not condemned. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. Amen.
THE GLORIA
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The Service of the Word
THE PSALTER

Psalm 142

Leader: I cry to the Lord with my voice;
All:
to the Lord I make loud supplication.
I pour out my complaint before him
and tell him all my trouble.
When my spirit languishes within me, you know my path;
in the way wherein I walk they have hidden a trap for me.
I look to my right hand and find no one who knows me;
I have no place to flee to, and no one cares for me.
I cry out to you, O Lord;
I say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.”
Listen to my cry for help, for I have been brought very low;
save me from those who pursue me, for they are too strong for me.
Bring me out of prison, that I may give thanks to your Name;
when you have dealt bountifully with me, the righteous will gather around me.
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Isaiah 42:14-21

For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; now I will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp
and pant. I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the
pools. And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them. I will turn the
darkness before them into light, the rough places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. They are
turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, who say to metal images, “You are our gods.” Hear, you deaf, and
look, you blind, that you may see! Who is blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send? Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as the servant of the LORD? He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears are open, but he does not
hear. The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, to magnify his law and make it glorious.
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God!

THE EPISTLE LESSON

Ephesians 5:8-14

At one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that
is good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but
instead expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. But when anything is exposed by the
light, it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God!
OUR RESPONSE
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THE GOSPEL LESSON

John 12:1-8

Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. So they
gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table. Mary therefore took a pound
of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled
with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this
ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because
he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so
that she may keep it for the day of my burial. For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me.”
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All:
Praise be to you, O Christ.
THE MEDITATION
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Rev. Eric Landry

THE CONFESSION OF FAITH

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us
men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost, of the Virgin Mary, and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according to
the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge
the quick and the dead: Whose kingdom shall have no end.
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spake by the prophets. And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. I
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
PRAYER
THE CLOSING HYMN
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