
Small Group 
Study Guide





Chapter 1 — Love Looks and Acts

Reading

Introduction and Chapter 1 or pages 21-26 (finish with section “He Never 
Loses Sight of Her”)

Discussion Questions

Why do you think Miller emphasizes that Jesus expresses compassion 
after looking at the widow of Nain?

Is there a situation in your life in the last week in which you intentionally 
noticed something, after which compassion grew in your heart and you 
were able to be helpful in some way?

Now think of a situation in which you struggled to love someone. How 
could Jesus’ three-step pattern of “Look. Feel. Help.” (p. 28) prompt you 
to love in this situation? 



Chapter 1 — Love Looks and Acts

Sermon Questions – Mark 11:12-33

In Mark 11:12, when Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple, 
what might have been on his mind as he “looked around at everything”?

From Mark 11:27-33, what’s helpful to you about how Jesus responded 
to the priests, scribes, and elders?

Hymn – Verses 1-5



Chapter 2 — Learning How to See People

Reading

Chapter 2 or pages 29-31 

Discussion Questions

In what situations in your life are you tempted to look away? (Examples: 
when my spouse is grumpy, my kids are lazy, or when my coworker 
needs help again.)

What does looking away actually do in these situations? What would 
looking require you to do?

As you begin to notice others more intentionally, what changes do you 
notice in yourself? What if there are none, or what if seeing doesn’t 
produce compassion?



Chapter 2 — Learning How to See People

Sermon Questions – Mark 12:1-12

Is there some area in your life where, like the tenants in this parable, you 
know what you are thinking or doing is wrong but you continue in it 
obstinately? 

One scholar has said that the parable of the wicked tenants is virtually 
a recapitulation of the entire Bible’s storyline including God’s intention 
to bless the world through the builder’s rejection of the stone which 
becomes the cornerstone! 

Hymn – Verses 1-3



Chapters 3-5 — Compassion Blockers

Reading

Chapters 3-5 or “The Secret of Compassion” on pages 44-46

Discussion Questions

In which relationships in your life does judging tend to block 
compassion?

Miller writes, “The better we think we are, the less we can love” (55). 
How does realizing we don’t have it all together free us to love others? 

“Good and true things can blind the legalist,” which can make legalism 
hard to self-diagnose. Discuss with the group some of your personal, 
extra-biblical rules. For example: People shouldn’t ________(e.g., waste 
money, be shy, talk loudly), but they should_________(e.g., eat right and 
exercise).



Chapters 3-5 — Compassion Blockers

Sermon Question – Mark 12:13-17

In this passage, with one sentence, Jesus put the question of living under 
Caesar in its place - a distant second behind the most important question 
of living in the kingdom of God. Where might you be misplacing your 
loyalties?

Hymn – Verses 1, 3, 7



Chapters 6-9 — Compassion Refreshers

Reading

Chapters 6-9 or pages 67-70

Discussion Questions

From chapter 6, Miller recounts how piously-held habits like frugality 
and efficiency threatened to hinder his showing compassion to his 
daughter (68). What little habits or beliefs can block your compassion?

From chapter 7, do you typically confront people, or do you tend to shy 
away from speaking honestly? What is one example? And how is it like 
or unlike Jesus’ pattern? 

From chapter 8:  When, according to Miller, does Jesus get irritated? 
Why is this okay?

From chapter 9: Describe a situation when you tried to be honest but 
realized, too late, that you should have been quiet. What happened?



Chapters 6-9 — Compassion Refreshers

Sermon Question – Mark 12:18-27

The one who is familiar with the Bible and the power of God, as Jesus 
was, will always be able to give an answer for the hope he has in the 
Gospel (1 Peter 3:15). Do you tend to be ready to speak of hope?

Hymn – Verses 1-3



Chapters 10-11 — Honest Love

Reading

Chapters 10-11 or pages 103-106

Discussion Questions

From chapter 10: Think about one relationship in your life that feels 
strained and do some “beam research.” What especially bothers you 
about the other person, and do you notice that you do some of the same 
things? Or better yet, consider asking him or her: “If there were one thing 
about me you could change that would improve our relationship, what 
would it be?” Be sure to listen carefully!

From chapter 11: In what areas are you willful (wanting your own way)? 
Ask the Holy Spirit for help in answering this, but don’t be afraid to ask 
your spouse or a close friend!



Chapters 10-11 — Honest Love

Sermon Questions – Mark 12:28-34

What does it mean in practical terms for you not to know the Scriptures 
and the power of God?

What did Jesus mean by saying to the teacher of the law that he was “not 
far from the kingdom of God”? 

Hymn – Verses 1-6



Chapters 12-13 — Saying “No” in Love

Reading

Chapters 12-13 or pages 143-146

Discussion Questions

From chapter 12, we tend to think that love means saying yes to every 
need or demand that comes along. What does Jesus’ example teach you?

From chapter 12 and John 2:1-11:  How did Jesus respond to the strong-
willed people around him in the story of the wedding at Cana?

From chapter 13: Miller writes, “…what sucks me in repulses Jesus” 
(141). What do you think he means? In what kind of things do you find 
life instead of in Jesus?



Chapters 12-13 — Saying “No” in Love

Sermon Question – Mark 12:35-44

In this passage, what impresses you about the widow’s actions?

Hymn – Verses 1-2, 4



Chapters 14-16 — Wanting to Love in Dark Places

Reading

Chapters 14-16 or pages 147-151

Discussion Questions

From chapter 14: Reflect on a time when you moved away from someone 
in their sin or selfishness. Then think about a time someone moved 
toward you in your selfishness. What happened to you and the other 
person in each of these?

From chapter 15: Miller writes that the hardest part of love is wanting to 
love in the first place (161)! Recall a time when you knew what loving 
someone would require of you and you chose not to love? What stopped 
you?

From chapter 16: Think of a time when you focused on your own 
circumstances and stopped looking at Jesus. How did you begin to sink? 
How at other times has Jesus surprised you when you kept your eyes on 
him in the midst of a storm?



Chapters 14-16 — Wanting to Love in Dark Places

Sermon Question – Mark 13:1-37

Jesus tells his disciples in this passage not to be surprised by the dark 
place of suffering. What are the implications of this for the way we live 
as Christians?

Hymn – Verses 1, 4, 6



Chapters 17-18 — Complete Compassion

Reading

Chapters 17-18 or pages 197-201 

Discussion Questions

From chapter 17:  In loving people, do you tend to favor being 
compassionate or being honest? Give an example if you can.

From chapter 17: Miller quotes Napoleon: “Everything in [Jesus] 
astonishes me. His spirit overawes me, and his will confounds me” (192). 
In what ways has Jesus astonished you in this chapter or this study?

From chapter 18: Is there an area in your life where you want to reach 
out to someone but, like Isabelle’s mom, you find yourself saying, “I just 
can’t”? If you feel comfortable, share with the group something about 
your struggle.



Chapters 17-18 — Complete Compassion

Sermon Question – Mark 14:1-11

The actions of the anonymous woman in this passage displayed an 
unreserved love for Jesus. How can we discern between what might be 
an extravagant commitment to and love for Jesus from an action or gift 
that might be unwise?

Hymn – Verses 1-2, 5-6



Chapters 19-20 — Love’s Lower Place

Reading

Chapters 19-20 or pages 210-214 

Discussion Questions

From chapter 19: Recall a time when you saw someone willingly take the 
lower place. What was unusual about his or her actions? What happened 
as a result?

According to Miller, why are we “allergic to the lower place” (209)?

Miller writes, “We need faith to believe that God will take care of us 
when others don’t” (213). How does humility require faith? Why is the 
lower place safe?

From chapter 20: What strikes you about knowing that Jesus experienced 
the pain of rejection?



Chapters 19-20 — Love’s Lower Place

Sermon Question – Mark 14:12-52 (Sermons from 3/8 & 3/15)

Peter in this passage is overly confident! Consider asking someone 
close to you and praying about any willful tendencies you may have by 
considering where you need to take a more modest “lower place”.

Hymn – Verses 1, 4-5



Chapters 21-22 — Love’s Cost

Reading

Chapters 21-22 or pages 232-235

Discussion Questions

From chapter 21: In each phase of Jesus’ final few hours, we see him 
love. Which interaction stands out to you? Why?

From chapter 22: Share an example, large or small, when someone 
graciously substituted himself or herself for you—perhaps by paying 
a debt or doing a difficult task for you. What benefits did you receive? 
How did your relationship change because of this person’s action?



Chapters 21-22 — Love’s Cost

Sermon Question – Mark 14:53-72

Early Christians saw in the Passion narrative the fulfilment of Isaiah 
52:13-53:12. Read over that passage and consider the ways in which it 
appears to be fulfilled in the events of Jesus’ costly suffering.

Hymn – Verses 1, 4-6



Chapters 23-24 — Love’s Hope

Reading

Chapters 23-24 or pages 248-253

Discussion Questions

From chapter 23: Miller writes that “Through the Spirit, we receive the 
very character of Jesus—his instincts, his heart, his boldness” (245). 
Where have you seen an inkling of this in your own life?

What impresses you about Mother Teresa’s statement on page 248 about 
her work with the poor: “We are doing it with Jesus, for Jesus, to Jesus.”? 



Chapters 23-24 — Love’s Hope

Sermon Questions – Mark 15:1—16:8 (Sermons from 3/29, 4/3, & 4/5)

What do you think led to one of the thieves hanging on a cross next to 
Jesus to ask for his help?

When Jesus ascended, he left us with a mission. What hope do you have 
of contributing to that mission?

Hymn
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