THE DIVINE SERVICE
January 12, 2020

The First Sunday After the Epiphany

Epiphany Service
In Preparation
Please observe silence as you read, pray, and meditate.
PRELUDE

Michael Phillips

Chorale Fantasia, “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star,” BuxWV 223 – Dieterich Buxtehude (1637-1707)
How lovely shines the Morning Star!
The nations see and hail afar the light in Judah shining;
Thou David’s son of Jacob’s race,
My bridegroom and my King of grace, for thee my heart is pining.
Lowly, holy, great and glorious, thou victorious Prince of graces,
Filling all the heavenly places.

WORDS OF PREPARATION

Matthew 2:1-12

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come
to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word,
that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that
they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw
the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother,
and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense
and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
COLLECT OF THE DAY
Almighty and eternal God, Governor of all things in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the prayers of your people,
and grant us your peace in our days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Service of Entrance
CHORAL INTROIT

The Word Was Made Flesh – Egil Hovland (1924-2013)
The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.
We beheld the glory of the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)
v HYMN OF INVOCATION

Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us pray.

PRAYER OF ADORATION
… world without end. Amen.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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CONFESSION OF SIN

Minister:

Hear what our Lord says, “You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a
carved image. You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain. Observe the Sabbath day,
to keep it holy. Honor your father and your mother. You shall not murder. You shall not commit
adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not
covet.”

Minister:
People:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto you, that we are by
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word, and deed.
Wherefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring your grace, for the
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

DECLARATION OF ABSOLUTION
Minister:

v

People:

Hear the Word of the Gospel: “Christ has died for our sins and been raised for our justification.” All
you who repent of your sin and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for your salvation, rejoice and be glad
and give glory to the Lord who has taken away all of your sins in the name of the Father, and the Son,
and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
O Lord, open our lips,
and our mouth will declare your praise.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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v THE GLORIA AND CAROL FOR CONGREGATION

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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The Service of the Word
THE PSALTER

Psalm 72
Antiphon:

All:

Antiphon

Choir: Give the King your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the King’s Son;
That he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice.
Antiphon
He shall rule from sea to sea,
and from the river to the ends of the earth.
The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute.
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.
Antiphon
For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress,
and the oppressed who has no helper.
He shall have pity on the lowly and poor;
he shall preserve the lives of the needy.
Antiphon
May his name remain for ever
and be established as long as the sun endures;
may all the nations bless themselves in him
and call him blessed.
Antiphon

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Leader:
People:

Isaiah 60:1-6

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

v CAROL FOR CONGREGATION

THE FIRST GOSPEL LESSON
Leader:
People:

Matthew 2:1-6

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ.

CHORAL ANTHEM

We Have Seen His Star – Everett Titcomb (1746-1800)
We have seen his star in the East,
And are come with our offerings to worship the Lord.
(Matthew 2:2)

The Choral Anthem
As we approach the Divine Service on Sunday mornings it is our distinct joy and privilege to sing the word of God.
Paul in Colossians instructs us to let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in
all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. In addition to the
congregation’s songs, the Redeemer Choir carefully prepares an anthem, based on a biblical passage, as a sacrifice of
praise to God and as a ministry to the members of the Body. We make every attempt to choose the most beautiful and
profound selections of music, and the choir members work diligently to bring them to the highest possible aesthetic
level, demonstrating our full engagement with the Gospel. The placement of the anthem falls at one of five places in
the liturgy: 1) song of confession before the Corporate Confession, 2) a continuation of the Gloria (after
the Declaration of Absolution), 3) The Psalter, 4) a response to the reading of the scripture lessons (as in this
morning’s liturgy),π or 5) as a part of our Prayer of Supplication. It is our earnest prayer that you will be caught up in
the glory of Christ as you listen and reflect on our glorious Gospel as presented in our anthems.
_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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THE SECOND GOSPEL LESSON
Leader:
People:

Matthew 2:7-12

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ.

v CAROL FOR CONGREGATION

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able

7

WELCOME
At this time, please sign and pass the attendance pads down the row.
INTERLUDE
PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION AND THANKSGIVING

Ruling Elder Scott Brister

Unison: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
v THE EPISTLE LESSON

Ephesians 3:1-12

Minister: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!
v PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
MORNING SERMON

Rev. Bryce Waller

Christ: Savior of the Nations
Ephesians 3:1-12

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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The Service of the Table
v CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH
Unison:

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended
into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
v

Minister:
People:
Minister:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you!
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Members of the congregation greet one another with a sign of friendship such as the ancient words that the church has used over the
centuries, “The peace of Christ be with you,” and the response, “And also with you.”

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Minister:
People:

The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof;
the world, and they that dwell therein.

CAROL FOR CONGREGATION

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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v

Minister:

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

v PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Minister: Our gracious God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, giver of all good gifts, receive these offerings
as our worship properly given to you for the glory due your name. Use them to strengthen your
church, expand your kingdom, and show mercy to our neighbors. In the name of your Son we pray.
People:
Amen.
v THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

The Lord be with you!
And also with you!
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to our Lord God!
It is good and right to do so!
It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, O Holy Lord,
Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. And now we do praise you who
sent your only begotten Son, and that in him, being found in fashion as a man, you did reveal the
fullness of your glory. Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven,
we praise and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you and singing:

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD – The Bread
The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and
said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” (1 Cor. 11:23-24)

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD – The Cup
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” (1 Cor. 11:25)

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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v BENEDICTION
v DEPARTING HYMN

Nunc Dimittis

An elder will be available at the front of the sanctuary immediately after the service concludes to pray with you and help answer
questions you may have about the Christian faith or Redeemer Presbyterian Church.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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LESSONS
Psalm 72:1-11
Give the King your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the King’s Son;
That he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;
That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the little hills bring righteousness.
He shall defend the needy among the people;
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
In his time shall the righteous flourish;
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
He shall rule from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
His foes shall bow down before him,
and his enemies lick the dust.
The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute,
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.
All kings shall bow down before him,
and all the nations do him service.
Isaiah 60:1-6
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For behold, darkness shall cover
the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. And
nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.
Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and
your daughters shall be carried on the hip. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because
the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels
shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and
frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.
Matthew 2:1-12
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came
to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have
come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word,
that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that
they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw
the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother,
and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense
and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
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Sermon Lesson – Ephesians 3:1-12
1
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2assuming that you have heard of the
stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I
have written briefly. 4When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not
made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by
the Spirit. 6This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise
in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
7

Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his
power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in
God who created all things, 10so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in
Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.
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