THE DIVINE SERVICE
February 9, 2020

The Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany

In Preparation
Please observe silence as you read, pray, and meditate.
PRELUDE

Michael Phillips

Prelude and Fugue in C Minor, BWV 549 – J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

WORDS OF PREPARATION

Matthew 5:13-20

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for
anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill
cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father who is in heaven.
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.
For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is
accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven.”
COLLECT OF THE DAY
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may know and
understand the things they ought to do and also may have grace and strength to accomplish them; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Service of Entrance
CHORAL INTROIT

Heavenly Light – Alexander Kopylow (1854-1911)
Sent from heaven, thy rays were given on great and small to shine, O Light Divine!
May each soul in sorrow’s night, see the heavenly light!
Thou blessing to all creation, lead us to our salvation!

 HYMN OF INVOCATION

Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, and tremble before him all the earth.
Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice for the Lord is coming to judge the earth.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us pray.

PRAYER OF ADORATION
… world without end. Amen.

_________________________
 Congregation stands as able
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CONFESSION OF SIN

Minister:

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and
earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. Therefore
whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in
the kingdom of heaven.”

Minister:
People:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto thee, that we are by
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.
Wherefore we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy grace, for the
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

DECLARATION OF ABSOLUTION
Minister:



People:

Hear the Word of the Gospel: “Christ has died for our sins and been raised for our justification.” All
you who repent of your sin and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for your salvation, rejoice and be glad
and give glory to the Lord who has taken away all of your sins in the name of the Father, and the Son,
and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
O Lord, open our lips,
and our mouth will declare your praise.

_________________________
 Congregation stands as able
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 THE GLORIA AND HYMN OF GRATITUDE

_________________________
 Congregation stands as able
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The Service of the Word
CHORAL PSALTER

Psalm 67

Sixty-seventh Psalm – Charles Ives (1874-1954)
God be merciful unto us and bless us,
And cause his face to shine upon us;
That thy way may be known upon earth,
Thy saving health among all nations.
Let the people praise thee, O God;
Let all the people praise thee.
O let the nations be glad and sing for joy:
For thou shalt judge the people righteously,
And govern the nations upon the earth.
Let the people praise thee, O God;
Let all the people praise thee.
Then shall the earth yield her increase;
And God, even our own God, shall bless us.
God shall bless us;
And all the ends of the earth shall fear him.

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Leader:
People:

Isaiah 58:3-9a

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

_________________________
 Congregation stands as able
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THE EPISTLE LESSON
Leader:
People:

1 Corinthians 2:1-12

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

OUR RESPONSE

_________________________
 Congregation stands as able
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WELCOME
At this time, please sign and pass the attendance pads down the row.

INTERLUDE

PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION AND THANKSGIVING

Ruling Elder Dan Allen

Unison: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
 THE GOSPEL LESSON
Minister:
People:

John 9:1-41

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ.

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
MORNING SERMON

Rev. Eric Landry

Seeing God
John 9:1-41

_________________________
 Congregation stands as able
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The Service of the Table
 CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH
Unison:

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended
into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE


Minister:
People:
Minister:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you!
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Members of the congregation greet one another with a sign of friendship such as the ancient words that the church has used over the
centuries, “The peace of Christ be with you,” and the response, “And also with you.”

Passing of the Peace
Between receiving God’s grace in the sermon and the Supper, we respond to God’s grace by receiving one
another with words of peace. Wishing one another “the peace of Christ” is an ancient Christian way of
reestablishing fellowship where there was strife, of introducing yourself as a Christian brother or sister, and
of establishing a common basis of hope and confidence. The peace we offer to one another is not forged in
this world; it is the peace of God’s new creation—where death shall be no more (Rev 21:4)—has intruded
into our world and already we live in its light.

_________________________
 Congregation stands as able
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TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Minister:
People:

The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof;
the world, and they that dwell therein.

HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD

_________________________
 Congregation stands as able
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Minister:

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

 PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Minister: Our gracious God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, giver of all good gifts, receive these offerings
as our worship properly given to you for the glory due your name. Use them to strengthen your
church, expand your kingdom, and show mercy to our neighbors. In the name of your Son we pray.
People:
Amen.
 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

The Lord be with you!
And also with you!
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to our Lord God!
It is good and right to do so!
It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, O Holy Lord,
Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. And now we do praise you who
sent your only begotten Son, and that in him, being found in fashion as a man, you did reveal the
fullness of your glory. Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven,
we praise and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you and singing:

_________________________
 Congregation stands as able
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INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD – The Bread
The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and
said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” (1 Cor. 11:23-24)

_________________________
 Congregation stands as able
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD – The Cup
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” (1 Cor. 11:25)

_________________________
 Congregation stands as able
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 BENEDICTION
 DEPARTING HYMN

Nunc Dimittis

An elder will be available at the front of the sanctuary immediately after the service concludes to pray with you and help answer
questions you may have about the Christian faith or Redeemer Presbyterian Church.

_________________________
 Congregation stands as able
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LESSONS
Psalm 67
God be merciful unto us and bless us,
And cause his face to shine upon us;
That thy way may be known upon earth,
Thy saving health among all nations.
Let the people praise thee, O God;
Let all the people praise thee.
O let the nations be glad and sing for joy:
For thou shalt judge the people righteously,
And govern the nations upon the earth.
Let the people praise thee, O God;
Let all the people praise thee.
Then shall the earth yield her increase;
And God, even our own God, shall bless us.
God shall bless us;
And all the ends of the earth shall fear him.
Isaiah 58:3-9a
“‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’
Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, and oppress all your workers. Behold, you fast only to
quarrel and to fight and to hit with a wicked fist. Fasting like yours this day will not make your voice to be heard on
high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day for a person to humble himself? Is it to bow down his head like a reed, and to
spread sackcloth and ashes under him? Will you call this a fast, and a day acceptable to the LORD?
“Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed
go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your
house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? Then shall your light
break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the glory
of the LORD shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry, and he will say,
‘Here I am.’”
1 Corinthians 2:1-12
And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or
wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And I was with you in
weakness and in fear and much trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the
power of God.
Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who
are doomed to pass away. But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for
our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of
glory. But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has
prepared for those who love him”— these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches
everything, even the depths of God. For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in
him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit
of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God.
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Sermon Lesson – John 9:1-41
1
As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works
of God might be displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming,
when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6Having said these things, he spit
on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, “Go,
wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.
8

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?” 9Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10So they said to
him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes
and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where
is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
13

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made
the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them,
“He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he
does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a
division among them. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your
eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”
18

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man
who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21But how he now sees we do
not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22(His parents said
these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be
Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
24

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that
this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was
blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I
have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?” 28And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Why, this is
an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not
listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32Never since the world
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could
do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.
35

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He
answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who
is speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this
world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him
heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no
guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.”
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