THE DIVINE SERVICE
February 23, 2020

The Seventh Sunday After the Epiphany

The Transfiguration of Our Lord
In Preparation
Please observe silence as you read, pray, and meditate.
PRELUDE

Michael Phillips

Prelude on ‘Rhosymedre’– Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

WORDS OF PREPARATION

2 Peter 1:16-21

“You shall be holy, for I am holy.” And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s
deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were ransomed from the
futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but
was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you who through him are believers in God, who raised him from
the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.
COLLECT OF THE DAY
O God, in the glorious transfiguration of your only-begotten Son you once confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the
testimony of the ancient fathers, and in the voice that came from the bright cloud you wondrously foreshowed our
adoption by grace. Therefore mercifully make us coheirs with our King of his glory, and bring us to the fullness of
our inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

The Service of Entrance
INTROIT

Oh, Wondrous Type! Oh, Vision Fair – Sarum Plainchant (15th century)
Oh, wondrous type! Oh, vision fair
Of glory that the Church may share,
Which Christ upon the mountain shows,
Where brighter than the sun he glows!
Alleluia.
v HYMN OF INVOCATION

Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, and tremble before him all the earth.
Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice for the Lord is coming to judge the earth.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us pray.

PRAYER OF ADORATION
… world without end. Amen.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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CONFESSION OF SIN

Minister:

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it:
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the
Prophets.”

Minister:
People:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto thee, that we are by
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.
Wherefore we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy grace, for the
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

DECLARATION OF ABSOLUTION
Minister:

v

People:

Hear the Word of the Gospel: “Christ has died for our sins and been raised for our justification.” All
you who repent of your sin and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for your salvation, rejoice and be glad
and give glory to the Lord who has taken away all of your sins in the name of the Father, and the Son,
and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
O Lord, open our lips,
and our mouth will declare your praise.

v THE GLORIA

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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v HYMN OF GRATITUDE

CHORAL ANTHEM

Youth Choir

Dona Nobis Pacem – Mary Lynn Lightfoot (1971- )
Dona nobis pacem. (Give us peace.)

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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The Service of the Word
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Leader:
People:

Exodus 24:8-18

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

THE PSALTER

Psalm 2:6-13

Cantor:

“I myself have │ set my king
upon my holy hill of │ Zion.”
Let me announce the decree │ of the LORD:
he said to me, “You are my Son; this day have I be- │ gotten you.

All:

Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your in- │ heritance
and the ends of the earth for your pos- │ session.
You shall crush them with an │ iron rod
and shatter them like a piece of │ pottery.”
And now, you │ kings, be wise;
be warned, you rulers │ of the earth.
Submit to the │ LORD with fear,
and with trembling bow be- │ fore him;
Lest he be angry and you │ perish;
for his wrath is quickly │ kindled.
Happy │ are they all
who take re-│ fuge in him!
Glory be to the Father and │ to the Son
and to the Holy │ Spirit;
As it was in the be- │ ginning,
is now, and will be forever. │ Amen.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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THE FIRST GOSPEL LESSON
Leader:
People:

Matthew 17:1-9

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ.

v OUR RESPONSE

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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WELCOME
At this time, please sign and pass the attendance pads down the row.
INTERLUDE
PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION AND THANKSGIVING

Ruling Elder Landy Ligon

Unison: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
v THE SECOND GOSPEL LESSON
Minister:
People:

John 10:22-42

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ.

v PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
MORNING SERMON

Rev. Bryce Waller

Assurance

John 10:22-42

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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The Service of the Table
v CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH
Unison:

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended
into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
v

Minister:
People:
Minister:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you!
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Members of the congregation greet one another with a sign of friendship such as the ancient words that the church has used over the
centuries, “The peace of Christ be with you,” and the response, “And also with you.”

Communion
Communion, along with the preaching of the Word, Baptism, and prayer, is a means of grace—a way that
God communicates to his people the tangible benefits of Christ’s redemptive work. For that reason, we
believe that Communion should be part of every worship service, for in Communion God confirms the
promises that we hear in the preaching with signs and seals of the New Covenant. The way we celebrate
Communion may be different from what you have done in other churches. Our service uses an ancient form
called, “The Great Thanksgiving.” Through these words (“The Lord be with you…”), prayer (“It is very good
and right…”), and song (the “Sanctus”), we claim fellowship with Christ and entrance into heaven itself. We
here in Austin join the angels and the archangels and all the company of heaven in worship around the throne
of God. We believe that in Communion the Holy Spirit miraculously unites us with “the holy catholic
church” in heaven and earth and creates “the communion of saints” around the table.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Minister:
People:

The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof;
the world, and they that dwell therein.

HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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v

Minister:

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

v PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Minister: Our gracious God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, giver of all good gifts, receive these offerings
as our worship properly given to you for the glory due your name. Use them to strengthen your
church, expand your kingdom, and show mercy to our neighbors. In the name of your Son we pray.
People:
Amen.
v THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

The Lord be with you!
And also with you!
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to our Lord God!
It is good and right to do so!
It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, O Holy Lord,
Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. And now we do praise you who
sent your only begotten Son, and that in him, being found in fashion as a man, you did reveal the
fullness of your glory. Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven,
we praise and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you and singing:

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD – The Bread
The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and
said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” (1 Cor. 11:23-24)

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD – The Cup
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” (1 Cor. 11:25)

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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v BENEDICTION
v DEPARTING HYMN

Nunc Dimittis

An elder will be available at the front of the sanctuary immediately after the service concludes to pray with you and help answer
questions you may have about the Christian faith or Redeemer Presbyterian Church.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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LESSONS
Psalm 2:6-13
“I myself have set my king
upon my holy hill of Zion.”
Let me announce the decree of the LORD:
he said to me, “You are my Son; this day have I begotten you.
Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance
and the ends of the earth for your possession.
You shall crush them with an iron rod
and shatter them like a piece of pottery.”
And now, you kings, be wise;
be warned, you rulers of the earth.
Submit to the LORD with fear,
and with trembling bow before him;
Lest he be angry and you perish;
for his wrath is quickly kindled.
Happy are they all
who take refuge in him!
Exodus 24:8-18
Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made
with you in accordance with all these words.”
Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, and they saw the God of
Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. And he did
not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank.
The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that I may give you the tablets of stone,
with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” So Moses rose with his assistant
Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we return to
you. And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever has a dispute, let him go to them.”
Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount
Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. Now
the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the
people of Israel. Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days
and forty nights.
Matthew 17:1-9
After six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as
light. And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is
good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” He
was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and
were terrified. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes,
they saw no one but Jesus only.
And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man
is raised from the dead.”
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Sermon Lesson – John 10:22-42
22
At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in
the colonnade of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in
suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works
that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me, 26but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep.
27
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish,
and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is
able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30I and the Father are one.”
31

The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32Jesus answered them, “I have shown you many good works from
the Father; for which of them are you going to stone me?” 33The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that
we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.” 34Jesus answered them,
“Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? 35If he called them gods to whom the word of God came—and
Scripture cannot be broken— 36do you say of him whom the Father consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are
blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 37If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe
me; 38but if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that
the Father is in me and I am in the Father.” 39Again they sought to arrest him, but he escaped from their hands.
40

He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing at first, and there he remained.
And many came to him. And they said, “John did no sign, but everything that John said about this man was true.”
42
And many believed in him there.
41
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