


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgical Color: Black – symbolizes deep sorrow, grief, and darkness 

 

Hearing enhancement devices available – please ask an usher. 

WiFi: RedeemerPrivate  |  Password: wireless@office 



March 29, 2024 / 7:00 p.m.

SERVICE OF DARKNESS

The Passion According to St. Luke

In Preparation

Please observe silence as you read, pray, and meditate.

WORDS OF PREPARATION Psalm 22
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my 
groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest. 
Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. In you our fathers trusted; they trusted, and you delivered 
them. To you they cried and were rescued; in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 
But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised by the people. All who see me mock me; 
they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; “He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, 
for he delights in him!” 
Yet you are he who took me from the womb; you made me trust you at my mother’s breasts. On you was I cast 
from my birth, and from my mother’s womb you have been my God. Be not far from me, for trouble is near, 
and there is none to help. 
Many bulls encompass me; strong bulls of Bashan surround me; they open wide their mouths at me, like a 
ravening and roaring lion. 
I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast; 
my strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death. 
For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my hands and feet—I can 
count all my bones—they stare and gloat over me; they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing 
they cast lots. 
But you, O LORD, do not be far off! O you my help, come quickly to my aid! Deliver my soul from the sword, 
my precious life from the power of the dog! Save me from the mouth of the lion! You have rescued me from the 
horns of the wild oxen! 
I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:  You who fear the 
LORD, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him, and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
For he has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, and he has not hidden his face from him, but 
has heard, when he cried to him. 
From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will perform before those who fear him. The 
afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD! May your hearts live forever! 
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations shall worship 
before you. For kingship belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations. 
All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, even the 
one who could not keep himself alive. Posterity shall serve him; it shall be told of the Lord to the coming 
generation; they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn, that he has done it. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, graciously behold this your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed 
and delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, your 
Son, our Lord, one God, now and forever. Amen.



_________________________
 Congregation stands as able 2

CHORAL INTROIT 

Crux fidelis – John IV of Portugal (1604-1656)

Crux fidelis, inter omnes                Faithful cross, above all other,
arbor una nobilis:                           One and only noble tree: 
nulla silva talem profert,                None in foliage, none in blossom, 
fronde, flore, germine.                   None in fruit thy peer may be. 
Dulce lignum, dulces clavos,         Sweetest wood and sweetest iron,
dulce pondus sustinet.                    Sweetest weight is hung on thee! Amen.

 (Venantius Fortunatus 530-609)

HYMN OF ENTRANCE



_________________________
 Congregation stands as able 3

ENTRANCE PRAYER

 Minister: Blessed be our God.
 People: Forever and ever. Amen.
 Minister: Let us pray.  Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord 

Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death 
upon the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 People: Amen.

HYMN FOR CONGREGATION





_________________________
 Congregation stands as able 4

LESSON ONE                                                                                             Luke 22:39-53

Jesus and his disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane

Jesus came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed him. And when 
he came to the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.” And he withdrew from 
them about a stone’s throw, and knelt down and prayed, saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup 
from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” And there appeared to him an angel from heaven, 
strengthening him. And being in agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground. And when he rose from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping for sorrow, and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that you may not enter into 
temptation.”
While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading 
them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a 
kiss?” And when those who were around him saw what would follow, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the 
sword?” And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, “No more 
of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the temple 
and elders, who had come out against him, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs? 
When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the 
power of darkness.”

HYMN FOR CONGREGATION



_________________________
 Congregation stands as able 5

LESSON TWO                                                                                             Luke 22:54-65

Jesus before the High Priest and denied by Peter

Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house, and Peter was following at a 
distance.  And when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat down 
among them.  Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at him, said, “This man 
also was with him.”  But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.”  And a little later someone else 
saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not.”  And after an interval of about 
an hour still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, for he too is a Galilean.”  But 
Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, the 
rooster crowed.  And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how 
he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.”  And he went out and wept 
bitterly. 

Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they beat him.  They also blindfolded 
him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?”  And they said many other things against him, 
blaspheming him. 

CHORAL ANTHEM 

Jesus, So Lowly – Harold W. Friedell (1905-1958)

Jesus, so lowly, child of the earth:
Christen me wholly, bring me new birth.
Jesus, so lonely, weary and sad;
Teach me that only love maketh glad.
Jesus, so broken, silent and pale;
Be this the token love will not fail.
Jesus, victorious, mighty and free;
Teach me how glorious death is to be.

(Edith Williams)

Please wait until the choir is finished before turning the page.



_________________________
 Congregation stands as able 6

LESSON THREE                                                                                            Luke 22:66—23:12

Jesus before the Chief Priests, Pilate and Herod

When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered together, both chief priests and scribes. And 
they led him away to their council, and they said, “If you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I tell 
you, you will not believe, and if I ask you, you will not answer.  But from now on the Son of Man shall be 
seated at the right hand of the power of God.”  So they all said, “Are you the Son of God, then?” And he said 
to them, “You say that I am.”  Then they said, “What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves 
from his own lips.” 
Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate.  And they began to accuse him, saying, 
“We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he 
himself is Christ, a king.”  And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You 
have said so.”  Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt in this man.”  But they were 
urgent, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee even to this place.” 
When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean.  And when he learned that he belonged to 
Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time.  When Herod saw 
Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping 
to see some sign done by him.  So he questioned him at some length, but he made no answer.  The chief priests 
and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him.  And Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and 
mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate.  And Herod and Pilate became 
friends with each other that very day, for before this they had been at enmity with each other. 

HYMN FOR CONGREGATION



_________________________
 Congregation stands as able 7

LESSON FOUR                                                                                            Luke 23:13-25

Jesus before Pilate and condemned to die

Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, and said to them, “You brought me 
this man as one who was misleading the people. And after examining him before you, behold, I did not find this 
man guilty of any of your charges against him.  Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing 
deserving death has been done by him.  I will therefore punish and release him.” 

But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas”—a man who had been thrown 
into prison for an insurrection started in the city and for murder.  Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to 
release Jesus, but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!”  A third time he said to them, “Why, what evil has 
he done? I have found in him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish and release him.”  But they were 
urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And their voices prevailed.  So Pilate decided 
that their demand should be granted.  He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and 
murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus over to their will. 

CHORAL ANTHEM 

Who Crucified My Lord? – Ralph R. Belcher

Who crucified my Lord?
Who nailed him to the cross?
Who crowned him with a wreath of thorn?
Who crucified my Lord?
Nobody knew him, his suffering and shame,
When he hung on the cross all torn with pain.
O Lord, my Lord!
Who crucified my Lord?

Please wait until the choir is finished before turning the page.



_________________________
 Congregation stands as able 8

LESSON FIVE                                                                                           Luke 23:26-31

Jesus is led away to be crucified

As they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, and laid on him 
the cross, to carry it behind Jesus.  And there followed him a great multitude of the people and of women who 
were mourning and lamenting for him.  But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep 
for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.  For behold, the days are coming when they will say, 
‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’  Then they will begin 
to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’  For if they do these things when the wood is 
green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

HYMN FOR CONGREGATION



_________________________
 Congregation stands as able 9

LESSON SIX                                                                                           Luke 23:32-43

Jesus is crucified along with two criminals

Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him.  And when they came to the place 
that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left.  And 
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments.  
And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, 
if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!”  The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 
wine and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!”  There was also an inscription over him, 
“This is the King of the Jews.” 
One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and 
us!”  But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation?  And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done 
nothing wrong.”  And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  And he said to him, 
“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

CHORAL ANTHEM

Crucifixus – Antonio Lotti (1667-1740)

Crucifixus           etiam   pro nobis: He was crucified also for us
He was crucified  also    for     us

Sub         Pontio    Pilato   under Pontius Pilate,
Under    Pontius    Pilate

passus           et         sepultus est he suffered and was buried.
he suffered    and       was buried

(Nicene Creed, 4th c.)

Please wait until the choir is finished before turning the page.



_________________________
 Congregation stands as able 10

LESSON SEVEN                                                                                         Luke 23:44-56

Jesus dies and is buried

It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, while the 
sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two.  Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, 
said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last.  Now when the 
centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, “Certainly this man was innocent!”  And all the 
crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken place, returned home beating 
their breasts.  And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed him from Galilee stood at a distance 
watching these things. 
Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a member of the council, 
a good and righteous man, who had not consented to their decision and action; and he was looking for the 
kingdom of God.  This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  Then he took it down and wrapped 
it in a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, where no one had ever yet been laid.  It was the day of 
Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning.  The women who had come with him from Galilee followed and 
saw the tomb and how his body was laid.  Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments.
On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment.

HOMILY    Rev. Eric Landry

BENEDICTION 
 Minister:  Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray you to set your passion, cross, and death 

between your judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of our death. Give mercy and grace to 
the living; pardon and rest to the dead; to your holy Church peace and concord; and to us sinners 
everlasting life and glory; for with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, one God, 
now and forever.

 People: Amen.





_________________________
 Congregation stands as able 11
_________________________
 Congregation stands as able 11

DEPARTING HYMN 
Please sing parts as you are able

Please depart in silence.


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