THE DIVINE SERVICE
December 1, 2019

The First Sunday in Advent
In Preparation
Please observe silence as you read, pray, and meditate.
PRELUDE

Michael Phillips

Savior of the Nations, Come, BWV 659 – J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
Savior of the nations, come, Show yourself the virgin’s son.
Marvel, heaven, wonder, earth, that our God chose such a birth.
No man’s power of mind or blood, but the Spirit of our God,
Made the Word of God be flesh, woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.

WORDS OF PREPARATION

Isaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established as the highest
of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, and many peoples shall
come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach
us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go the law, and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war anymore.
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD.
COLLECT OF THE DAY
Stir up, we implore you, your power, O Lord, and come, that by your protection we may be rescued from the
threatening perils of our sins and be saved by your mighty deliverance; for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Service of Entrance
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Once he came in blessing, all our sins redressing;
Came in likeness lowly, Son of God most holy;
Bore the cross to save us; hope and freedom gave us. (Michael Weisse)
v HYMN OF INVOCATION

Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
The Lord has made known his salvation and revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us pray.

PRAYER OF ADORATION
… world without end. Amen.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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CONFESSION OF SIN

Minister:

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and
earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. Therefore
whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in
the kingdom of heaven.”

Minister:
People:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep.
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended
against thy holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we
have done those things which we ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. But thou,
O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou those, O God, who confess their
faults. Restore thou those who are penitent; according to thy promises declared unto mankind
in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake; that we may
hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

DECLARATION OF ABSOLUTION
Minister:

v

People:

Hear the Word of the Gospel: “Christ has died for our sins and been raised for our justification.” All
you who repent of your sin and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for your salvation, rejoice and be glad
and give glory to the Lord who has taken away all of your sins in the name of the Father, and the Son,
and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
O Lord, open our lips,
and our mouth will declare your praise.

v THE GLORIA

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able

3

v

HYMN OF GRATITUDE

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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The Service of the Word
THE EPISTLE LESSON
Leader:
People:

Romans 13:8-14

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

THE PSALTER

Psalm 122

Choir:

I was glad when they │ said to me,
“Let us go to the house │ of the LORD.”
Now our feet are │ standing
within your gates, O Je- │ rusalem.

All:

Jerusalem is built as a │ city
that is at unity │ with itself;
To which the tribes go up, the tribes │ of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name │ of the LORD.
For there are the thrones of │ judgment,
the thrones of the house of │ David.
Pray for the peace of Je- │ rusalem:
“May they prosper who │ love you.
Peace be with- │ in your walls
and quietness within your │ towers.
For my brethren and com- │ panions’ sake,
I pray for your pros- │ perity.

Choir:

Because of the house of the │ LORD our God,
I will seek to │ do you good.”
Glory be to the Father and │ to the Son
and to the Holy │ Spirit;
As it was in the be- │ ginning,
is now, and will be forever. │ Amen.

The Psalter
The Psalter (pronounced, “salt-er,” the “p” is silent) is the way we describe all the Old Testament Psalms considered as one
group, especially as they are being used for worship. The Book of Psalms was the church’s first hymnal. Taking their cue from
the worship of the Jewish synagogues, ancient Christians would use the lyrics of King David, Moses, Asaph, Solomon, and the
Sons of Korah to sing praise to God in their new worship services. We continue that tradition by singing the Psalms,
chanting the Psalms, and reading the Psalms in our worship services. This may be one of the first churches you’ve been in that
uses the Psalter to such an extent. We do it not just for tradition’s sake, but also because we believe along with the German
Reformer Martin Luther that the Psalter is “the Bible in miniature.” That is, the Psalms are a kind of summary of all the great
doctrines of Scripture, all the great episodes of God’s saving work, and all the great responses of God’s people to God. So, we
turn to the Psalms to help guide and give voice to our own worship Sunday after Sunday.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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THE GOSPEL LESSON
Leader:
People:

Matthew 24:36-44

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ.

CHORAL ANTHEM

Be Not Afraid (Elijah) – Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
“Be not afraid,” saith God the Lord, “be not afraid; thy help is near.”
God, the Lord thy God, sayeth unto thee, “be not afraid!”
Though thousands languish and fall beside thee, and tens of thousands around thee perish,
yet still it shall not come nigh thee.
(Isaiah 41:10; Psalm 91:7)

WELCOME
At this time, please sign and pass the attendance pads down the row.
INTERLUDE
PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION AND THANKSGIVING

Ruling Elder Dan Allen

Unison: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
v THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Minister:
People:

1 Kings 19:1-18

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

v PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
MORNING SERMON

Rev. Eric Landry

The God Who Is
1 Kings 19:1-18

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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The Service of the Table
v CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH
Unison:

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended
into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
v

Minister:
People:
Minister:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you!
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Members of the congregation greet one another with a sign of friendship such as the ancient words that the church has used over the
centuries, “The peace of Christ be with you,” and the response, “And also with you.”

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Minister:
People:

The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof;
the world, and they that dwell therein.

HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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v

Minister:

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

v PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Minister: Our Gracious God and Father, from thy hand we give to thee. You are our only hope in life and in
death; all we are and possess is thine. Receive these gifts we present before thy throne of grace that
thy House may be built, thy Kingdom come, thy people know thee, and thy glory be revealed to all
people in all nations. We ask this through the matchless name of Jesus Christ our Lord who with the
Holy Spirit ever lives and reigns with thee, One God, world without end.
People:
Amen.
v THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

The Lord be with you!
And also with you!
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to our Lord God!
It is good and right to do so!
It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, O Holy Lord,
Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John the Baptist
prepared, proclaiming him the Messiah, the very Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance that
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when he comes again in glory. Therefore, with
angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we praise and magnify your glorious
name, evermore praising you and singing:

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD – The Bread
The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and
said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” (1 Cor. 11:23-24)

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD – The Cup
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” (1 Cor. 11:25)

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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v BENEDICTION
v DEPARTING HYMN

Magnificat

An elder will be available at the front of the sanctuary immediately after the service concludes to pray with you and help answer
questions you may have about the Christian faith or Redeemer Presbyterian Church.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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LESSONS
Psalm 122
I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the LORD.”
Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a city
that is at unity with itself;
To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the LORD.
For there are the thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you.
Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.
For my brethren and companions’ sake,
I pray for your prosperity.
Because of the house of the LORD our God,
I will seek to do you good.
Romans 13:8-14
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. For the
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and
any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now
than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and
put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual
immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for
the flesh, to gratify its desires.
Matthew 24:36-44
“But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. For
as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and they were
unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two men will
be in the field; one will be taken and one left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left.
Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master of the
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let
his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.”
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Sermon Lesson – 1 Kings 19:1-18
1
Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. 2Then Jezebel sent a
messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do to me and more also, if I do not make your life as the life of one of
them by this time tomorrow.” 3Then he was afraid, and he arose and ran for his life and came to Beersheba, which
belongs to Judah, and left his servant there.
4

But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness and came and sat down under a broom tree. And he asked that
he might die, saying, “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life, for I am no better than my fathers.” 5And he lay
down and slept under a broom tree. And behold, an angel touched him and said to him, “Arise and eat.” 6And he
looked, and behold, there was at his head a cake baked on hot stones and a jar of water. And he ate and drank and lay
down again. 7And the angel of the LORD came again a second time and touched him and said, “Arise and eat, for the
journey is too great for you.” 8And he arose and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and
forty nights to Horeb, the mount of God.
9

There he came to a cave and lodged in it. And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and he said to him, “What
are you doing here, Elijah?” 10He said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of
Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I
only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” 11And he said, “Go out and stand on the mount before the
LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the
rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not
in the earthquake. 12And after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire the sound of a
low whisper. 13And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the
cave. And behold, there came a voice to him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He said, “I have been very
jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.”
15
And the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus. And when you arrive, you shall
anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 16And Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha
the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be prophet in your place. 17And the one who escapes from the
sword of Hazael shall Jehu put to death, and the one who escapes from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha put to death.
18
Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not
kissed him.”
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