THE DIVINE SERVICE
December 8, 2019

The Second Sunday in Advent
In Preparation
Please observe silence as you read, pray, and meditate.
PRELUDE

Michael Phillips

Improvisation on Comfort, Comfort These My People (Freu Dich Sehr)
“Comfort, comfort these my people, speak of peace!” so says our God.
Comfort these who sit in darkness groaning under sin’s dread rod.
“To my people I proclaim pardon now in Jesus’ name.
Tell them that their sins I cover, that their warfare now is over!”

WORDS OF PREPARATION

Isaiah 11:1-10

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of
the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his
eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with
equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips
he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and
the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the
weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. In that day the root of Jesse, who shall
stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.
COLLECT OF THE DAY
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of your only-begotten Son, that at his second coming we may
worship him in purity; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Service of Entrance
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Still he comes within us; still his voice would win us
From the sins that hurt us; would to truth convert us
From our foolish error ere he comes in terror. (Michael Weisse)
v HYMN OF INVOCATION

Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
The Lord has made known his salvation and revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us pray.

PRAYER OF ADORATION
… world without end. Amen.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able

2

CONFESSION OF SIN

Minister:

Hear what our Lord says, “You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a
carved image. You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain. Observe the Sabbath day,
to keep it holy. Honor your father and your mother. You shall not murder. You shall not commit
adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not
covet.”

Minister:
People:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep.
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended
against thy holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we
have done those things which we ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. But thou,
O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou those, O God, who confess their
faults. Restore thou those who are penitent; according to thy promises declared unto mankind
in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake; that we may
hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

DECLARATION OF ABSOLUTION
Minister:

v

People:

Hear the Word of the Gospel: “Christ has died for our sins and been raised for our justification.” All
you who repent of your sin and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for your salvation, rejoice and be glad
and give glory to the Lord who has taken away all of your sins in the name of the Father, and the Son,
and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
O Lord, open our lips,
and our mouth will declare your praise.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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v THE GLORIA AND HYMN OF GRATITUDE

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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The Service of the Word
v THE PSALTER
Minister:
People:

Psalm 72:1-7
Give the King your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the King’s Son;
That he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;
That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the little hills bring righteousness.
He shall defend the needy among the people;
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
In his time shall the righteous flourish;
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

CAROL FOR CHOIR

Hallelu! – Stephen Paulus (1949-2014)
Down in a valley, sing hallelu.
Mary had a baby, sing hallelu.
What did she name him? Sing hallelu.
Named him Jesus, hallelu.
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Minister:
People:

Isaiah 11:1-10

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

The Lessons | The Lectionary
Each week the elders of the church lead us in reading several passages from Scripture as part of our worship. We do that in
obedience to the apostolic command to “devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture…” (1 Timothy 3:13). To guide our
reading, we use a Lectionary (a calendar based reading system). So, each week you will hear sections of Scripture drawn from
the Old Testament, the Psalms, the New Testament Epistles, and the Gospels, giving you broad exposure to the whole counsel
of God. As the church year progresses, the readings help focus our attention on what are often called the “Five Evangelical
Feast Days”: Christmas, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension, and Pentecost—central events in the life and work of Jesus as
recorded in the Gospels.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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CAROL FOR CHOIRS

Ríu, Ríu Chiu – Traditional Spanish Villancico
Ríu, ríu, chíu, la guarda ribera,
Dios guardó el lobo de nuestra cordera.

Ríu, ríu, chíu, the riverbank is guarded.
God kept the wolf from our ewe lamb.

Éste que es nacido es el Gran Monarca,
Cristo Patriarca de carne vestido.
Ha nos redimido con se hacer chiquito.
Aunque era infinito, finito se hiciera.

The one who is born is the Great Monarch,
Christ the Patriarch clothed in flesh.
He has redeemed us by making himself small.
Although he was infinite, he became finite.

Yo vi mil Garzones que andaban cantando
Por aqui volando haciendo mil sones,
Diciendo a gascones Gloria sea en el cielo
Y paz en el suelo, pues Jesús nasciera.

I saw a thousand angels who were singing
Flying around making a thousand sounds,
Saying to the shepherds, Glory be in heaven
And peace on the ground, for Jesus is born.

Este viene a dar a los muertos vida
Y viene a reparar de todos la caida.
Es la luz del dia a que este Mozuelo.
Este es el Cordero que San Juan dijera.

He comes to give life to the dead
And he comes to repair everything that fell.
He is the light of the day, this Child.
He is the Lamb of whom Saint John spoke.

Pues que ya tenemos lo que deseamos.
Todos juntos vamos. Presentes llevemos—
Todos le daremos nuestra voluntad,
Pues a se igualar con el hombre viniera.

Now we have what we desire.
Let us go together. Being there, let us take—
Let us give him our will,
For he came to be equal with man.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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THE GOSPEL LESSON
Leader:
People:

Matthew 3:1-12

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ.

v OUR RESPONSE

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able

7

WELCOME
At this time, please sign and pass the attendance pads down the row.
INTERLUDE
PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION AND THANKSGIVING

Ruling Elder Landy Ligon

Unison: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
v THE EPISTLE LESSON
Minister:
People:

Romans 15:4-13

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

v PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
MORNING SERMON

Rev. Eric Landry

The Triumph of Hope
Romans 15:4-13

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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The Service of the Table
v CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH
Unison:

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended
into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
v

Minister:
People:
Minister:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you!
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Members of the congregation greet one another with a sign of friendship such as the ancient words that the church has used over the
centuries, “The peace of Christ be with you,” and the response, “And also with you.”

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Minister:
People:

The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof;
the world, and they that dwell therein.

HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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v

Minister:

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

v PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Minister: Our Gracious God and Father, from thy hand we give to thee. You are our only hope in life and in
death; all we are and possess is thine. Receive these gifts we present before thy throne of grace that
thy House may be built, thy Kingdom come, thy people know thee, and thy glory be revealed to all
people in all nations. We ask this through the matchless name of Jesus Christ our Lord who with the
Holy Spirit ever lives and reigns with thee, One God, world without end.
People:
Amen.
v THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

The Lord be with you!
And also with you!
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to our Lord God!
It is good and right to do so!
It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, O Holy Lord,
Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John the Baptist
prepared, proclaiming him the Messiah, the very Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance that
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when he comes again in glory. Therefore, with
angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we praise and magnify your glorious
name, evermore praising you and singing:

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD – The Bread
The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and
said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” (1 Cor. 11:23-24)

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD – The Cup
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” (1 Cor. 11:25)

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able

13

v BENEDICTION
v DEPARTING HYMN

Magnificat

An elder will be available at the front of the sanctuary immediately after the service concludes to pray with you and help answer
questions you may have about the Christian faith or Redeemer Presbyterian Church.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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LESSONS
Psalm 72:1-7
Give the King your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the King’s Son;
That he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;
That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the little hills bring righteousness.
He shall defend the needy among the people;
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
In his time shall the righteous flourish;
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
Isaiah 11:1-10
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of
the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his
eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with
equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips
he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and
the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the
weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. In that day the root of Jesse, who shall
stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.
Matthew 3:1-12
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.” For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’”
Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild
honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, and they were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for
Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire.
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not
worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear
his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

15

Sermon Lesson – Romans 15:4-13
4
Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to
live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one voice glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory
of God.
8

For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the
promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 10And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles,
with his people.” 11And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” 12And again Isaiah
says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.”
13

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.
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