


 

 

Welcome 

Welcome to Redeemer Presbyterian Church! We are glad that you have joined with us to worship God. 
Please stay after the service and get to know others in our community who are calling Redeemer Presbyteri-
an Church “home.” If you have any questions about our church, feel free to contact us using the infor-
mation on the back of the bulletin.  
 
When you arrive for worship, please observe silence as you prepare to enter into God’s Divine Service. 
Silence your cell phone, listen to the prelude, read the Words of Preparation and the Scripture lessons in the 
back of the bulletin, and join others in prayer and meditation. 

 

Our Worship  

Our service is intentionally structured to reflect our belief that worship is God’s service to us, his people. 

By design, there are three parts to our worship: the Service of Entrance, the Service of the Word, and the 

Service of the Table. 

The Service of Entrance begins when the choir sings the Introit, followed by our Hymn of Invocation, Call 

to Worship, and Prayer of Adoration. We will then join in a Corporate Confession of Sin, hear God’s Dec-

laration of Absolution, and respond with the Gloria and Hymn of Gratitude or Psalm. 

The Service of the Word will include readings from the Lectionary (a calendar-based system for reading 

through the Bible) along with corporate responses of song and prayer. The sermon is God’s Word to us and 

we ask that you listen attentively, asking the Holy Spirit to apply his Word to you in a particular way. 

The Service of the Table begins with a Corporate Confession of Faith, followed by the Passing of the 

Peace, and the Collection of Tithes and Offerings. Our service concludes with the Lord’s Supper and Bene-

diction. Our church partakes of the Lord’s Supper every week. We welcome to the table all baptized Chris-

tians who are trusting in Christ alone for their salvation, have made public profession of their faith, and are 

part of a local church. We offer both wine and grape juice (located in the center rings) in the communion 

tray. If you have any questions, please speak with a pastor. 

 

Your Children  

We love kids! And we try to make them feel welcome during our worship service. You can help your chil-

dren profit from the service by working through the bulletin with them. If your child needs a break from the 

service, please feel free to sit in the Narthex where you can still hear the service. You can also take young 

children to the Nursery. A private space is provided in the Nursery for nursing mothers.  

 

Between Services 

Please join us in the courtyard for a time of fellowship with coffee and breakfast snacks. Our School of 

Discipleship classes have suspended for the winter break, and will resume on January 14 with classes for 

all ages. 

 

 

Liturgical Color:  Purple – the color of penitence and fasting as well as the color of royalty 

to welcome the advent of the King 
 

Hearing enhancement devices available – please ask an usher. 

WiFi: RedeemerPrivate  |  Password: wireless@office 



THE DIVINE SERVICE
December 10, 2023

The Second Sunday in Advent

In Preparation

Please observe silence as you read, pray, and meditate.

PRELUDE    Michael Phillips
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, Op. 67, No. 29–  Max Reger (1873-1916)

Savior of the nations, come, show yourself the virgin’s son. 
Marvel, heaven, wonder, earth, that our God chose such a birth.

No man’s power of mind or blood, but the Spirit of our God, 
Made the Word of God be flesh, woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.

WORDS OF PREPARATION 2 Peter 3:8-14
Do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should 
perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 
away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it 
will be exposed.
Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 
waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, 
and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells.
Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of your only-begotten Son, that at his second coming we may worship 
him in purity; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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The Service of Entrance

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Here a maid was found with child, virgin pure and undefiled.
In her virtues it was known God had made her heart his throne.
Then stepped forth the Lord of all from his pure and kingly hall; 
God of God, becoming man, his heroic course began.

HYMN OF ENTRANCE

Minister:  Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
People:  Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: 
Minister:  And the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain:
People:  And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.
Minister: In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

 People: Amen.
 Minister: Let us pray.

PRAYER OF ADORATION
    … world without end. Amen.
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CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN

 Minister: Hear what the LORD our God says, “The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. These words that I command 
you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.”

Minister:  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
People: Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. We 

have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy 
holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we have done those 
things which we ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy 
upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore thou those 
who are penitent; according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And 
grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake; that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober 
life, to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

DECLARATION OF ABSOLUTION
Minister: Hear the Word of the Gospel: “Christ has died for our sins and been raised for our justification.” All you 

who repent of your sin and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for your salvation, rejoice and be glad and give 
glory to the Lord who has taken away all of your sins in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit.

People: Amen.
 Minister: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
 People: the Maker of heaven and earth.
 Minister: O Lord, open our lips,
 People: and our mouth will declare your praise.
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THE GLORIA AND HYMN OF GRATITUDE
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The Service of the Word

THE PSALTER Psalm 85
Minister: Lord, you have been gracious to your land; 
People: you have turned away the captivity of Jacob.

You have forgiven the offence of your people 
and covered all their sins.
You have taken away all your displeasure 
and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation.
Restore us then, O God our Savior, 
and let your anger cease from us.
Will you be displeased at us for ever, 
and will you stretch out your wrath from one generation to another?
Will you not turn again and quicken us, 
that your people may rejoice in you?
Show us your mercy, O Lord, 
and grant us your salvation.
I will hearken to what the Lord God will say, 
for he shall speak peace unto his people, and to his saints, that they turn not again.
For his salvation is near to those who fear him, 
that glory may dwell in our land.
Mercy and truth have met together; 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Truth shall flourish out of the earth, 
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
Indeed, the Lord shall show goodness, 
and our land shall give its increase.
Righteousness shall go before him, 
and he shall direct his going in the way.

CHORAL ANTHEM 
Lasset uns frohlocken – Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

Lasset uns frohlocken,  Let us rejoice! 
es nahet der Heiland, den Gott uns verheißen.  The Redeemer is coming, whom the Lord has promised. 
Der Name des Herrn sei gelobet in Ewigkeit.  The name of the Lord be praised for ever.  
Halleluja! Hallelujah! 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 40:1-11
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.

 People:  Thanks be to God!

THE GOSPEL LESSON Mark 1:1-8
Leader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.

 People:  Praise be to you, O Christ!

OUR RESPONSE

WELCOME

At this time, please sign and pass the attendance pads down the row.

INTERLUDE
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The Service of Installation
Jon Herr and Danny Morgan

INTRODUCTION  Rev. Eric Landry, moderator

QUESTIONS AND VOWS OF INSTALLATION
 Leader: Are you now willing to serve this congregation as their associate pastors, agreeable to your declaration in 

accepting its call?
 Pastor: I do.
 Leader: Do you conscientiously believe and declare, as far as you know your own heart, that, in taking upon 

you this charge, you are influenced by a sincere desire to promote the glory of God and the good of the 
Church?

 Pastor: I do.
 Leader: Do you solemnly promise that, by the assistance of the grace of God, you will endeavor faithfully to 

discharge all the duties of a pastor to this congregation, and will be careful to maintain a deportment in all 
respects becoming a minister of the Gospel of Christ, agreeable to your ordination engagements?

 Pastor: I do.
 
QUESTIONS TO THE CONGREGATION OF REDEEMER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 Leader: Do you, the members of this congregation, continue to profess your readiness to receive Jon Herr and 

Danny Morgan, whom you have called to be your associate pastors?
 People: We do.

Leader: Do you promise to receive the word of truth from their mouths with meekness and love, and to submit to 
them in the due exercise of discipline?

 People: We do.
 Leader: Do you promise to encourage them in their labors, and to assist their endeavors for your instruction and 

spiritual edification?
 People: We do.
 Leader: Do you engage to continue to them while they are your pastors that competent worldly maintenance 

which you have promised, and to furnish them with whatever you may see needful for the honor of 
religion and for their comfort among you?

 People: We do.
      
DECLARATION OF THE MODERATOR

I now pronounce and declare that Jon Herr and Danny Morgan have been regularly elected, ordained, and installed 
as pastors of this congregation, agreeable to the Word of God, and according to the Constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church in America; and that as such they are entitled to all support, encouragement, honor, and obedience in the Lord: 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF INSTALLATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                    Rev. Marcus Serven     

Unison:    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil:  for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE EPISTLE LESSON 2 Corinthians 3:1-6
Minister:  This is the Word of the Lord.

 People:     Thanks be to God! 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

MORNING SERMON AND CHARGE TO THE PASTORS Rev. Eric Landry

“Who is sufficient for these things?”
2 Corinthians 3:1-6
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The Service of the Table
   

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH  The Apostles’ Creed
 

  Unison: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into 
hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead; 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE

Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:  And also with you!
Minister: Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Members of the congregation greet one another with a sign of friendship such as the ancient words that the church has used over the centuries, “The 
peace of Christ be with you,” and the response, “And also with you.”
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TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Minister:    The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof;
People: the world, and they that dwell therein.

HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD
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Minister:    Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the majesty;
              for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Minister:  We love you, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. We present you with these gifts, which came first from 

your hand, as part of our sacrifice of praise. Use them, O God, for your glory and our good. In the name 
of Jesus, we pray.

People: Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
 Minister:   The Lord be with you!

People:  And also with you!
Minister:   Lift up your hearts!
People:   We lift them up to the Lord!
Minister:   Let us give thanks to our Lord God!
People:   It is good and right to do so!
Minister:  It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, O Holy Lord, 

Father Almighty, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 
proclaiming him the Messiah, the very Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance that they 
might escape from the wrath to be revealed when he comes again in glory.  Therefore, with angels and 
archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we praise and magnify your glorious name, evermore 
praising you and singing:
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INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

  The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said,
  “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” (2 Cor. 11:23-24)
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this,  
 as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” (2 Cor.11:25)
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BENEDICTION

DEPARTING HYMN  Magnificat 
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LESSONS
 
Psalm 85
Lord, you have been gracious to your land; 
   you have turned away the captivity of Jacob.
You have forgiven the offence of your people 
   and covered all their sins.
You have taken away all your displeasure 
   and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation.
Restore us then, O God our Savior, 
   and let your anger cease from us.
Will you be displeased at us for ever, 
   and will you stretch out your wrath from one generation to another?
Will you not turn again and quicken us, 
   that your people may rejoice in you?
Show us your mercy, O Lord, 
   and grant us your salvation.
I will hearken to what the Lord God will say, 
   for he shall speak peace unto his people, and to his saints, that they turn not again.
For his salvation is near to those who fear him, 
   that glory may dwell in our land.
Mercy and truth have met together; 
   righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Truth shall flourish out of the earth, 
   and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
Indeed, the Lord shall show goodness, 
   and our land shall give its increase.
Righteousness shall go before him, 
   and he shall direct his going in the way.

Isaiah 40:1-11
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
    and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
    that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
    double for all her sins.
A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
    and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
    and the rough places a plain.
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
    and all flesh shall see it together,
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
A voice says, “Cry!”
    And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
    and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.

The grass withers, the flower fades
    when the breath of the Lord blows on it;
    surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades,
    but the word of our God will stand forever.
Go on up to a high mountain,
    O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
    O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
    lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
    “Behold your God!”
Behold, the Lord God comes with might,
    and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
    and his recompense before him.
He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
    he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
    and gently lead those that are with young.
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Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
    who will prepare your way,
the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
    make his paths straight,’”
John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And all the 
country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild 
honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to 
stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Sermon Lesson—2 Corinthians 3:1-6
1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some do, letters of recommendation to you, or from 
you? 2You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on our hearts, to be known and read by all. 3And you show 
that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of 
stone but on tablets of human hearts. 
4Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 5Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything 
as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, 6who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of 
the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 



 

 

 Redeemer Calendar 
  
   

  SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT    

Sun, Dec 10 8:45 & 11:15 a.m. The Divine Service, Rev. Eric Landry preaching 

 — Installation of Associate Pastors, in both Divine Services 

 6:00 p.m. Annual Congregational Meeting, Covenant Hall 

Mon, Dec 11                7:00 p.m.   Women’s Bible Study (via Zoom), contact Tami White 

Thu, Dec 14                 9:30 a.m.   Theology Study Group, Room 208, contact Marcus Serven 

                                    10:00 a.m. Journey of Motherhood, Library, child care provided, contact Alaina Torrey 

Sat, Dec 16 8:30 a.m. Men’s Shoot Out at Capital City Clays, lunch afterwards, contact Rick Mealer 

 6:00 p.m. Young Adults Hymn Sing & Happy Hour, Strickland home, contact Danny Morgan 

   
  THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT    

Sun, Dec 17 8:45 & 11:15 a.m. The Divine Service, Rev. Eric Landry preaching 

 10:15 a.m. Missions Presentation: Safe Families, Room 206 

Mon, Dec 18                7:00 p.m.   Women’s Bible Study (via Zoom), contact Tami White 

Sun, Dec 24 8:45 & 11:15 a.m. The Divine Service, Rev. Eric Landry preaching 

 4:00 & 6:00 p.m. Service of Nine Lessons & Carols, nursery care provided 

Sun, Jan 7                              —  Redeemer Connect, brief reception in Room 100 for newcomers 

Sun, Jan 14                            —  School of Discipleship classes and Evening at Redeemer resume 

                                   12:30 p.m.  Intro to Redeemer class, contact Danny Morgan 

Fri, Jan 19                   7:30 p.m. Holbrook Organ Series, Donald Meineke, organist 
  

 

  

   

Fellowship Opportunities: Dec 16 
 

Men’s Shootout at Capital Clays 

Redeemer men, please join us at 8:30 a.m. for a fun time 

at Capital City Clays. Plan to go to lunch together 

afterwards at Lazarus Brewing on Airport Blvd. around 

11:30. Contact Rick Mealer with any questions: 

freedomfire@snakebite.com. 

 

Young Adults Hymn Sing & Happy Hour 

Young adults will gather from 6 to 9 p.m. for a festive 

time at the Stricklands, 1701 Alguno Rd., with songs of 

the season and happy hour refreshments. 

 

Presentation from Safe Families 
 

Join us on Sunday, Dec. 17, between services in Room 

206 to hear about the mission and values of an 

organization called Safe Families for Children. They 

provide support and host homes for families who are 

isolated and in crisis, until parents can get back on their 

feet. Learn about their model, support systems, and even 

how we can help! More info: safe-families.org. 

 

   

Epiphany Feasts Next Month 
 

It’s time to plan for our January Epiphany Feasts, which 

take place in host homes across the Austin area. Watch for 

details to come soon, and be ready to RSVP for a 

gathering near you! 

 

   

Christmas Ornaments Fund Missions 
 

Our beautiful ornaments in two designs are made of laser-

cut wood, and all the proceeds go to RPC Missions! They 

will be available for purchase in the narthex for the next 

couple of weeks.  

   

Missions Spotlight: Hill House 
 

In December, we are featuring the ministry of Hill House, 

a ministry located on the campus of the University of 

Texas. Scan the code to learn more about Hill House: 

 

   

Special Exhibit: God with Us 
  

Be sure to take some time to visit our exhibit in the 

narthex: “God with Us,” a display of engravings, etchings, 

and woodcuts from the 1500s to the 1700s, which tells the 

story of our Savior’s incarnation. The display includes 

scenes that convey the Annunciation, Visitation, and the 

birth of Christ, with angels, shepherds, and magi 

represented as well. We are grateful to Dewayne and Faith 

Perry for sharing these prints from their collection. 
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