THE DIVINE SERVICE
December 15, 2019

The Third Sunday in Advent
In Preparation
Please observe silence as you read, pray, and meditate.
PRELUDE

Michael Phillips

Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen, Op. 122 – Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung,
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as men of old have sung.
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter,
When half spent was the night.

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, Op. 67, No. 2 – Max Reger (1873-1916)
Savior of the nations, come, show yourself the virgin’s son.
Marvel, heaven, wonder, earth, that our God chose such a birth.

WORDS OF PREPARATION

Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; it shall blossom
abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear
not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a
deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie
down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall
belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall
any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed
of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain
gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
COLLECT OF THE DAY
Almighty God, through John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, you once proclaimed salvation; now grant that we
may know this salvation and serve you in holiness and righteousness all the days of our lives; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Service of Entrance
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Once he came in blessing, all our sins redressing;
Came in likeness lowly, Son of God most holy;
Bore the cross to save us; hope and freedom gave us.
Thus, if we have known him, not ashamed to own him,
Nor have spurned him coldly but will trust him boldly,
He will then receive us, heal us, and forgive us. (Michael Weisse)

v HYMN OF INVOCATION

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
The Lord has made known his salvation and revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us pray.

PRAYER OF ADORATION
… world without end. Amen.
CONFESSION OF SIN

Minister:

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it:
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the
Prophets.”

Minister:
People:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep.
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended
against thy holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we
have done those things which we ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. But thou,
O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou those, O God, who confess their
faults. Restore thou those who are penitent; according to thy promises declared unto mankind
in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake; that we may
hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

DECLARATION OF ABSOLUTION
Minister:

v

People:

Hear the Word of the Gospel: “Christ has died for our sins and been raised for our justification.” All
you who repent of your sin and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for your salvation, rejoice and be glad
and give glory to the Lord who has taken away all of your sins in the name of the Father, and the Son,
and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
O Lord, open our lips,
and our mouth will declare your praise.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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v THE GLORIA AND HYMN OF GRATITUDE

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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The Service of the Word
THE PSALTER

Psalm 146

Choir:

Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, | O my soul!
I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being.
Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any | child of earth,
for there is no | help in them.

All:

When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth,
and in that day their thoughts | perish.
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help!
whose hope is in the | LORD their God;
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them;
who keeps his promise for | ever;
Who gives justice to those who | are oppressed,
and food to those who | hunger.
The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind;
the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous; the LORD cares for the | stranger;
he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the | wicked.

Choir:

The LORD shall reign for | ever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Halle- | lujah!
Glory be to the Father and │ to the Son
and to the Holy │ Spirit;
As it was in the be- │ ginning,
is now, and will be forever. │ Amen.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
Leader:
People:

Isaiah 35:1-10

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

CHORAL HYMN

Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming – Hugo Distler (1908-1942)
Lo! how a rose e’er blooming
From tender stem hath sprung,
Of Jesse’s lineage coming,
As men of old have sung.
It came a floweret bright
Amid the cold of winter,
When half-spent was the night.
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it,
The rose I have in mind.
With Mary we behold it,
The virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright,
She bore to men a Savior,
When half-spent was the night.
This flower whose fragrance tender
With sweetness fills the air
Dispels with glorious splendor
The darkness everywhere.
True man, yet very God!
From sin and death he saves us
And lightens every load.
(German hymn, 1500)

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able

6

THE EPISTLE LESSON
Leader:
People:

James 5:7-11

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

v OUR RESPONSE

The Hymns
Redeemer Presbyterian Church is well-known as a singing church! We take Paul’s words in Colossians 3:16 seriously, “Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” The hymns that we sing represent some of the best music that the
church has produced over the past 2,000 years. We stand in a long tradition of church music and we work very hard to choose
hymns that are true, good, and beautiful. We want to sing true hymns, those that accurately reflect biblical teaching about God,
this world, and our life in it. We want to sing good hymns, those that fit the place in the service where we sing them and have
also stood the test of time. And, we want to sing beautiful hymns, those whose lyrics and tune unite to convey the message of
the hymn in a manner that gives the congregation full voice. So, lift up your voice and join with all the angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven, to praise and magnify God’s glorious name!

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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WELCOME
At this time, please sign and pass the attendance pads down the row.
INTERLUDE
PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION AND THANKSGIVING

Ruling Elder Bob Phillips

Unison: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
v THE GOSPEL LESSON

Matthew 11:2-15

Minister: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise be to you, O Christ.
v PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
MORNING SERMON

Rev. Eric Landry

John the Doubter
Matthew 11:2-15

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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The Service of the Table
v CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH
Unison:

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended
into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
v

Minister:
People:
Minister:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you!
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Members of the congregation greet one another with a sign of friendship such as the ancient words that the church has used over the
centuries, “The peace of Christ be with you,” and the response, “And also with you.”

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Minister:
People:

The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof;
the world, and they that dwell therein.

HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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v

Minister:

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

v PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Minister: We love you, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. We present you with these gifts, which came first
from your hand, as part of our sacrifice of praise. Use them, O God, for your glory and our good. In
the name of Jesus, we pray.
People:
Amen.
v THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

The Lord be with you!
And also with you!
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to our Lord God!
It is good and right to do so!
It is very good and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, O Holy Lord,
Father Almighty, Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John the Baptist
prepared, proclaiming him the Messiah, the very Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance that
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when he comes again in glory. Therefore, with
angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we praise and magnify your glorious
name, evermore praising you and singing:

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD – The Bread
The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and
said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” (1 Cor. 11:23-24)

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD – The Cup
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” (1 Cor. 11:25)

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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v BENEDICTION
v DEPARTING HYMN

Magnificat

An elder will be available at the front of the sanctuary immediately after the service concludes to pray with you and help answer
questions you may have about the Christian faith or Redeemer Presbyterian Church.

_________________________
v Congregation stands as able
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LESSONS
Psalm 146
Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul!
I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth,
for there is no help in them.
When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help!
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps his promise for ever;
Who gives justice to those who are oppressed,
and food to those who hunger.
The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind;
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
The LORD loves the righteous; the LORD cares for the stranger;
he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
The LORD shall reign for ever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!
Isaiah 35:1-10
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; it shall blossom
abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear
not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a
deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie
down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall
belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall
any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the
ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they
shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
James 5:7-11
Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the
earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts,
for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged;
behold, the Judge is standing at the door. As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord. Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the
steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.
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Sermon Lesson – Matthew 11:2-15
2
When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the
one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and
see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up,
and the poor have good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”
7

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to
see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those
who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more
than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written, “‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare
your way before you.’
11

Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one
who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of
heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until
John, 14and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
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